
What do you think of earth-based building 
techniques? 

The Auroville Earth Institute wants to meet the needs and answer to the 
preferences of homeowners. But in order to do this, it needs to better understand 
these needs and preferences. The Earth Institute’s friend and colleague Nourredine 
has developed survey in the course of his PhD research to evaluate just this. 

We are therefore asking YOU to participate in this survey. We invite individuals of 
all ages and backgrounds so as to create as well-rounded a picture as possible of 
what makes a home a place you want to return to at the end of a day. By ranking 
concepts on a series of scales, we hope to set better picture of people’s opinions 
about their houses, building materials and the Earth Institute’s role in Auroville. 

Second choice 

  

   

We thank you in advance for helping us   

mm… 
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Preliminary Information 

In this survey you will be asked to report your attitudes (i.e. opinions, 
feelings and views) on some concepts we will define in the next page, 
and to provide some general information about yourself. 

We would like to understand the attitudes (opinions, feelings and views) 
of people who respond and to compare results based upon the personal 
background information given. 

Data given in the form is treated as confidential. 

Please return back the completed form to Earth Institute. 

If you want to receive the results, write your email address in the box 
below. 

.…………………………………….@................................ 
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Definitions of concepts, objects of your attitudes 

 

Please note that your attitude is your opinion, your feeling or your view on something 
or somebody. 

CSEB 
This is the abbreviation for Compressed Stabilized Earth Blocks. It is the building 
material promoted by Auroville Earth Institute and is made from unfired 
compressed earth. It is also often combined with a small amount of concrete in 
buildings. It served in the construction of VISITOR’S CENTER, VIKAS COMMUNITY,  
REALIZATION COMMUNITY, PRARTHNA COMMUNITY, and many others. 
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We are now interested in everything that crosses your mind about 

CSEB. Please feel free to list these thoughts about you personally in 

this situation or in other situations; feel free to register them whether 

positive, neutral and/or negative. All thoughts are good. Ignore 

spelling, grammar and punctuation. We deliberately provided more 

space than necessary, to ensure that everyone would have enough 

room. Please be completely honest. The following pages contain the 

form that we have prepared for your use to record your thoughts. 

Just write the first that cross your mind in the first box and the 

second in the second box and the third in the third box. Please put a 

single thought in each box and write legibly. Feel free to write short 

or long sentences.  

Notice that your thoughts could be questions about CSEB. 
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Your attitude on : CSEB    

 

Now please write your thoughts about CSEB in the boxes below. 

1st thought 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 

 
2nd thought 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
3rd thought 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………… 

When listing your thoughts, one is more important to your attitude about CSEB than the others. Please go back 
to the boxes above and read again the material in each box. Then tell us which thought is more important to 
you by checking one of the three boxes below. 

1st thought 2nd thought 3rd thought 
                     

Now tell us how important is your chosen thought. Please rate your chosen thought according to the scale below, 
there are 7 degrees; from least to most important. Circle the number that best reflects the degree of 
importance of the thought to your attitude. 

Less important          1          2          3          4          5          6          7 More important        

Reason for my rating Please, in the box below; explain briefly your degree of importance of one thought. That is, 
tell why you assigned that particular rating for the material in the corresponding box. 
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Your attitude on : CSEB   

Now that you have indicated how important your thought is, please think about what factors contribute 
the most to your attitude toward CSEB. 

Please, rate the importance of the contribution to your attitude made by each of the factors below 
according to the scale under each factor. 

Circle the number that best reflects your rate. 

1. That's my attitude and also the attitude of around me, such as my relatives, friends and neighbors. 
 

Does not contribute at 
all to my attitude 

 Contributes a great deal to 
my attitude          1          2          3          4          5          6          7 

       
 
 
 
 
 

2. That's my attitude, and I'm proud to talk about it with others. 
 

Does not contribute at 
all to my attitude 

 Contributes a great deal to 
my attitude          1          2          3          4          5          6          7 

       
 
 
 
 
 

3. That’s my attitude acquired through past experiences with the material. 
 

Does not contribute at 
all to my attitude 

 Contributes a great deal to 
my attitude          1          2          3          4          5          6          7 

       
 
 
 
 
 

4. That’s my attitude and it benefits me. 
 

Does not contribute at 
all to my attitude 

 Contributes a great deal to 
my attitude          1          2          3          4          5          6          7 

       
 
 
 
 
 

5. That’s my attitude and it is consistent with my personal values. 
 

Does not contribute at 
all to my attitude 

 Contributes a great deal to 
my attitude          1          2          3          4          5          6          7 
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You are not a trainee of Earth Institute; please fill this personal information form

1. Your name is optional. You can take this survey

anonymously ▼

2. Please indicate your community

…………………………………………………………...….. ……….…………………..………….. 

3. Please indicate what you are Aurovillian/New comer Local resident Volunteer Guest 

4. Please indicate your nationality  ……………………….…………………………………… 

5. Please indicate your gender Male Female 

6. Please indicate your age ……………. 

7. Please indicate your job ……………………………………..…………………. 

8. What is the basic building

material used in your house?

Fired bricks CSEB Other. Please specify 

……………………..…………… 

9. Since when do you live in there? Please indicate a year or a period …………….…………. 

10. Have you ever lived in an earthen house Yes No 

10.1. If yes, which building

technique was used? 

CSEB Other material -please specify - 

………………………………………………………….…………………

10.2. When? ………………… 

10.3. For how long? ……………..……..…………. 

11. Have you ever participated in an earthen construction before? Yes No 

11.1. If yes, which building

technique was used? 

CSEB Other material -please specify - 

…………………………………………………………………………… 

11.2. When? ……..…………. 

11.3. For how long? ………….………………..…… 

12. From where did you get your knowledge of CSEB?

Your acquaintances; (Family member, neighbors, friends) 

Formal learning (Schools, training center, university) 

personal reading (Books, magazines, Internet) 

Mass medias (T V, Newspaper) 

Auroville Earth Institute 

This survey  

Other -please specify - ………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

If you want to know the results, write your email address in the box below. 

.…………………………………….@................................ 
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